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Pleas for calm as protests rage 


ACROSS THE NATION: Calls for change 


HOUSTON: Peaceful marches held, 
but police brace for rise in hostilities 


By Jasper Scherer, 
Dylan McGuinness 
and Dug Begley 


STAFF WRITERS 


Bracing for a second day 
of fierce protests, local and 
state leaders deployed a 
heavy presence of law en- 
forcement officers across 
Houston on Saturday and 
were met with largely peace- 
ful demonstrations — along 
with occasional clashes — by 
those angered over the death 
of George Floyd. 

By late evening, officials 
had yet to see a repeat of the 
chaotic events from Friday 
night that injured eight po- 


lice officers, damaged 16 po- 
lice cruisers and resulted in 
137 arrests. The day began 
with Floyd’s classmates from 
Yates High School holding a 
vigil and marching without 
incident through the Third 
Ward neighborhood where 
he grew up, followed several 
hours later by a second 
march from Emancipation 
Park through Midtown to 
City Hall. 

Demonstrators at times 
butted heads with police 
who tried to hem them in, 
though without triggering 
any violent confrontations. 
Around 10:30 p.m., officers 

Houston continues on A17 


Evan Vucci / Associated Press 


Demonstrators clash Saturday near the White 
House as people protest the death of George Floyd. 


» Rally for man slain by deputy in Missouri City. Page A3 
» Trump threatens White House demonstrators. Page A18 
» Get the latest news at houstonchronicle.com 


compete with chaos in dozens of cities 


By John Eligon, 
Matt Furber and 
Campbell Robertson 
NEW YORK TIMES 


MINNEAPOLIS — The na- 
tion was rocked again Satur- 
day as demonstrators 
clashed with police from 
outside the White House 
gates to the streets of more 
than three dozen besieged 
cities, as outrage over the 
death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis traversed a ra- 
zor’s edge between protest 
and civic meltdown. 

Gov. Tim Walz of Minne- 
sota said on Saturday that 
he was activating thousands 


of National Guard troops — 
up to 13,200 — to control 
protesters in Minneapolis 
who turned out in droves 
for the fourth consecutive 
night Friday, burning build- 
ings to the ground, firing 
guns near police and over- 
whelming officers. But he 
declined the Army’s offer to 
deploy military police units. 

Rallies, looting and un- 
rest expanded far beyond 
Minneapolis, with protest- 
ers destroying police vehi- 
cles in Atlanta and New York 
and blocking major streets 
in Detroit and in San Jose, 
Calif. Crowds in Milwaukee 

Protests continues on A17 
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Remembering 


those lost to 
COVID-19 


SPACEX LAUNCHES 
ASTRONAUTS INTO ORBIT 


Successful liftoff from 
US. soil begins a new 
era of spaceflight for 
NASA, private firms 


By Andrea Leinfelder 
STAFF WRITER 
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A new 
era of human spaceflight began Sat- 
urday as a billionaire’s white-and- 
black rocket, with a capsule 
perched on top, overcame the day’s 
50-50 weather forecast to propel 
NASA astronauts into orbit. 

The SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket and 
Crew Dragon spacecraft successful- 
ly launched from NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Center at 2:22 p.m. CDT, 
three days after its first attempt was 
scrubbed by inclement weather. 
This liftoff marked the first time in 
nine years that NASA astronauts 
launched from U.S. soil. And for 
SpaceX, founded by Elon Musk in 
2002, it was the company’s first 
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truck driver. A lawyer. An 
art teacher. A church 
ministry leader. A brain 
injury survivor. 

Black. White. Hispanic. Asian. 
Straight. Gay. 

More than 340 residents of the 
Houston region have died of 
COVID-19 since it was first detected 
here in March. Some have passed 
away at home. Others have 
succumbed in hospitals, isolated 
from grieving relatives. 

After a week when the wave of 
pandemic deaths surpassed 100,000 
nationally, our losses may seem just a 
ripple. But behind every statistic lies 
the story of a life and all that comes 
with it — pain, pleasure, loss, 
resilience, love, endurance. These 
things are the matter of memories 
that families and friends will share 
and celebrate long after the funerals, 
when they can gather again at 
holiday dinners, backyard 
barbecues, weddings and 
graduations. 

Some of those stories we have 
already told. Here we honor others 
like Edison “Tater” Hendrix Jr., 
remembered by his mom Shelia 
Hendrix, shown above, for his big 
heart. Their stories remind us that 
every life, even at its most 
“ordinary,” is extraordinary. 

Molly Glentzer 
Story on page A31 
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The Demo-2 mission is the 
last major test before 
SpaceX can receive NASA 
certification to begin more 
routine trips to the 
International Space Station. 


time launching people — a long-held 
ambition, even if Musk didn’t dare 
believe it would come true. 

“When starting SpaceX in 2002, I 
really did not think this day would 
occur,” Musk said during an inter- 
view aired Wednesday on NASA TV. 
“I expected, 90 percent chance 
we'd fail to even get to low-Earth or- 
bit with a small rocket.” 

But the company persevered, de- 
veloping its own flare along the way. 
In 2018, SpaceX launched a cherry- 
red Tesla Roadster into space. This 


year, its astronauts donned sleek Read more memorials on COVID-IO 


: T black like th victims at 
spacesuits (white and black like the : houstonchronicle.com/coronavirus/ 
rocket), arrived at Launch Complex Jonathan Newton / Washington Post memorial 


A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket blasts off Saturday from Kennedy Space Center to carry 
astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken aboard the Crew Dragon capsule into orbit. 


39A in a customized Tesla Model X 


- To suggest a memorial, email 
Launch continues on A13 
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